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1.   McKenney Home Site. James McKenney, a Phippsburg 
native of Scotch-Irish descent, was referred to as the “King 
of Malaga” because of his spokesman role and his reputation 
as the island’s best fisherman. Before a new schoolhouse  
was built in 1909, Malaga’s children were schooled  
in McKenney’s home.

2.  Stone-lined well. One of several which provided islanders 
with drinking water.

3.  Marks Home Site. Jake Marks built his house at this site, 
largely upon the discarded shells from the large numbers  
of shellfish harvested by island residents. 

4.  Griffin Home Site. Henry Griffin, the first to settle Malaga, 
originally lived on the southeast side of the island. He later 
moved to the north end of the island. A collapsed stone 
foundation, nearly hidden by tall grass and weeds, marks 
the site of his second house.

5.  Stone-lined well. Located next to the trail,  
about 50 feet southeast of the Griffin foundation.

6.  Lilacs. Often planted by dooryards, these robust and  
long-lived lilacs may have been planted by a Malaga resident.

7.  Griffin Home Site. Eliza Griffin, who lived on this  
site in a schooner’s cabin that was given to her family  
as a reward, was a laundress at a hotel on the mainland, 
housekeeper, and fisherwoman. Head of her own household, 
she reportedly earned more money than any man  
on the island.

8.  Eason Home Site. A master carpenter and mason who 
often worked on the mainland, John Eason also conducted 
religious services on the island when poor weather kept 
people from attending the Nazarene church on the mainland. 
He was known as “the deacon.”

9.  Schoolhouse Site. The Malaga Island School — thought 
by some to be better than those on the mainland — was 
constructed in 1909 in this general area. The school was 
dismantled upon the eviction of the island’s residents, and 
resurrected the following year as the Louds Island Church.
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In 1912 the state of Maine purchased Malaga Island, and under  
orders of the governor, forcibly evicted the mixed-race community  
that lived there. Since conserving the island in 2001, MCHT has  
been working with the island’s descendants and various organizations  
and individuals to share this story, and the stories of those who  
called Malaga home.


